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A survey of the vascular plants of DeSoto Parish
was made from September 1978 to October 1980 (Dixon
1980). Plants representing 135 families, 526 genera
and 1234 species and varieties were collected or found
in literature or in herbaria. Two state records and
several rare Louisiana paints were collected.

The state records are both introductions to the
state in the Schrophulariaceae and were not attributed
to the state by Pennell (1935) or by later writers.
The citations follow:

Chaenorrhinum minus (L.) Lange. Along Kansas City
Southern Railroad tracks between La. 175 and
Friendship Road in Frierson, Sec. 34, T15N, R13W.
R. Dale Thomas andC&vid Dixon. 64384 & 1301.
6 May 1979. Specimens were collected again at the
same site in 1980. Thomascol 1 ected this species
from Jefferson, Ouachita, and Caddo parishes in
1979 and Winn Parish in 1980.

Parentucel 1 i a

La. 172 at Bushneck B

169 west of Keatchie,
R. Dale Thomas & David
30 May 1980.

V i s c s a (L.) Caruel . Roadside of
ayou, 2,7 miles east of La

Sec. 25, TUN, R16W.
Dixon 71368 & 3118.

Numerous uncommon plants were collected along the
creeks in the hills of DeSoto Parish. These include
Gl i nus radi a tus (R. & P.) Rohrb., Z i z i a aurea ( L

.
) W . D .

J . Koch., Amson i a glaberrima Woods . , Aristolochia
tomentosa Sims, Sol i dago auriculata Shuttlew., Cayaponia
qui nquel oba (Raf.) Shinners, Forest i era 1 i g u s t r i n a

( Mi chx . ) Po^ir., Pen todon pentandrous (Tchum. & Thonn.)
Va tke . , Parietaria pensylvanica Muhl. e2<.Willd, and
Ranunculus carol ini anus DC. The northernmost collection

. ) Wi 1 1 dof M i k a n i a c o r d i f o 1 i a

was made
ever made in the state

creek .

Sparganium americanum was collected in one
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Although the practice of spraying herbicides on
the railroad rights-of-way has probably drastically
decreased the populations of many plants, several
rare plants still occur along the railroads in the
parish. In addition to Chaenorrhinum minus , there
are plants of: Eurytaeni a texana T. & G., Spermol epis
d i V a r i c a t a (Walt. ) Raf. , Spermol epis echinata (Huds.)
Link. , Camel i na mi croca rpa Andrz. e_x DC., T h 1 a s p i

arvense L . , Agros temma g i t h a g

o

L . , V a c c a r i a pyramidata
Medi cus , S a 1 s o 1 a kali L . , Boerhaavia c o c c i n e a Mill.,
C i s s u s incisa (Nutt.) Des. Moul . , Sol anum d i m i d i a t u m

Raf., Sol anum eleagni folium Cav., and Sol anum rostratum
Dun. Scute! laria drummondi i B e n t h .

, Boerhaa vi a erecta
L . , PI antago w r i g h t i a n

a

Dene, and F r o e 1 i c h i a graci 1 i s

are much more common along Louisiana railroads than
originally thought. Camel i na microcarpa Andrz. £x DC.
has been collected in Bossier and Caddo by Thomas,
in Sabine by Carroll, and in St. Charles by Glen Montz.
Vaccari a pyrami data Me d i c u s ( Saponaria v a c c a r i a ( L . )

Bri tt . ) was reported from Plaquemines Parish by
Langlois in 1979 but had not been collected again (?)
until recently collected in Caddo Parish by Thomas.

The cemeteries of the parish were searched for
small paints and yielded Ammosel i num b u 1 1 e r i (Walt.)
Coult. & Rose, Arenari a patui a M i c h x . , T r i f o 1 i u m
carol i ni anum M i c h x . , and Phacel i a glabra Nutt as
well as other more common plants.

Roadbanks yielded T o r i 1 i s nodosa (Huds.) Link.,
Artemi s i a 1 u d o v i c i a n

a

Nutt . , C i c h o r i u m i ntybus L . ,

Conyza bonariensis (L.) Cronq., Hel ianthus grosse-
seratus Martens, Rudbeckia n i t i d a Nutt. var. texana
Perdue, S i 1 phi um 1 a c i n i a t u

m

L . , S i 1 e n e g a 1 1 i c

a

L . ,

Astragal us distortus T . & G . , T r i f o 1 i u m arvense L . ,

Phacel i a h i rsuta Nutt . , Anemone carol iniana L . ,

Ranuncul us a r v e n s i s L . , Ranuncul us margi natus d

'

Urv . ,

Ranuncul us t r i 1 o b u

s

Desf

.

Five uncommon plants were collected in pastures:
Acorus cal amus L . , Carduus nutans L . , S i 1 y b i u m mari anum
( L . ) Gaertn., Si symbri um officinale ( L .

) Scopol i , and
Petal ostemum purpureum (Vent.) Rydb

.

One healthy plant of Cannabi s sati va L. and several
populations of Chenopodi um botrys L . a rTB" Me 1 o c h i a

corchorifol ia L. were found in waste areas. Me 1 o c h i

a

is common in south Louisiana but is rare in the
northern part of the state.



370 PHYTOLOGIA Vol. A7, No. 5

Several different uncommon plants were collected
in the various wooded habitats of the parish. These
include: Sol i dago ulmi f ol i a Mu h 1 . , Burmanni a bi f 1 ora L .

,

Symphoriocarpus orbiculatus Moench. , Stel 1 ari a g r a m i n e a

L . , Lathyrus venosus Muhl . ejc Wi 1 1 d . , Trillium graci 1 e

J. D. Freeman, Uvul aria perf ol i ata L., Mai axi s uni f ol i a

M i c h X . , Huchera americana L . , and Ri bes curvatum Small .

The Ophioglossaceae is well represented in DeSoto
Parish with four of the five species of Botrychi urn

and all five of the Ophi ogl ossum species found in the
state occurring there. One cemetery has Ophi ogl ossum
nudi caul e , . engelmanni , . crotalophoroides ,

Botrychi urn 1 unari oi des , and B_^ bi ternatum in it (See
(Thomas 1971, 1972). Botrychi um di ssectum var. obi iquum ,

B . bi ternatum , B . vi rgi ni anum and Ophioglossum vul gatum
occur in woods and 0_^ peti ol atum grows in moss around
rural church buildings.
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